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Dear Students and Families, 

Welcome to Pivot Charter School! At Pivot we strive to provide a
welcoming atmosphere of respect and kindness where each individual
student matters, has a voice and a place within our community. 

Pivot offers a unique blend of Independent Study and Site Based online
educational programs, commonly referred to as “blended learning”. In this
way we can provide the individualized flexibility which many students
need, along with the support and social connection/interaction that is
essential to healthy growth and development. Pivot is the perfect
program for students who want to receive a quality education while
working within their own schedule; furthermore the program meets the
needs of students who want access to accelerate in their education, who
want time to engage in enrichment activities outside of traditional school
such as sports or the arts, taking college courses, working, etc., students
who may be looking to “catch up” after falling behind or even just
students looking for something different and a place where they belong.
Whatever your reason is, we are so happy that you are here.

Though the Pivot Charter School program offers many benefits and high
flexibility, there are also many challenges present in this style of learning.
We are here to support both students and families (as family support is
essential to success particularly in the elementary and middle grades), in
building the important skills, habits and resources which create a
successful Pivot student. In this guide you will find additional information
regarding requirements of students at Pivot Charter School, resources to
help your student build the skills they need to succeed in school and in
life, as well as links to Pivot Charter School Policies.



Student

Your Team 

Success at Pivot takes
a team approach.

Familiarize yourself
with your student

success team. These
are the people who will

help you on your
journey.

As a student at Pivot Charter School, 
you are the most important part of the team!
You are expected to: 

Engage in school daily while making
appropriate progress in each of your
online courses.
Engage in synchronous instruction daily
(workshops or onsite program)
Communicate regularly with your
Educational Coordinator (EC)
Progress through coursework with
academic integrity

At home support

From school support

Students will complete the majority of their
schooling at home and need their support
system outside of school such as a parent,
grandparent, aunt/ uncle, brother/ sister,
adult learning coach, etc. to provide
consistent accountability, feedback,
guidance or supervision (required for K-5),
and help in maintaining a clean, organized
and accessible learning space.

Find more at home support 
tips here!

EC (Educational Coordinator)
Your assigned EC is your
go-to person for all
questions. They will be
tracking your attendance
and progress and
communicating daily.

Education
Specialist 

ELD  
Teacher

Additional Support Staff
There may be other staff members you
work with closely as part of your team.

Counselor

Administrators, on-site
teachers, graders,

workshop teachers and
instructional aids

Independent
doesn’t mean

alone.



Independent Study Attendance and Success - Parent/Family
Retraining

This retraining is required for any parents whose student had 6
or more absences during the month or so far during the school

year. You will learn how to support your students to improve their
attendance and therefore learning. You will also learn how to use
the Parent Portal to document offline educational activities and

the importance of work product. 

Every Fourth Friday of the Month! 

Parent/Family Training

Learn the fundamentals of how to support your student and
meet the expectations of Independent Study at Parent Training

Weekly on Tuesdays in English and Spanish. 



Parent Homerooms!

Click here to join!

Learning about various topics to support your student and share your
questions and ideas with us! Every Second Friday of the Month!

http://meet.google.com/pho-yxvi-gsn


Parent Homerooms!

Click here to join!

Learning about various topics to support your student and share your
questions and ideas with us! Every Second Friday of the Month!

http://meet.google.com/pho-yxvi-gsn


State testing April 21 - 25

Welcome
Week!

August 28 -
September 6

September 9 -
November 4

Block 1

Finish Learning Lab
(Orientation) and come to
campus for fun activities!

Complete 2-3 courses
(12.5 - 15 credits)

Diagnostic 1

Semester 1

2024-2025 SCHEDULE

November 7 -
January 17

Block 2

Complete 2-3 courses
(12.5 - 15 credits)

Semester
Reset

Semester 2

January 21 -
January 24

January 27 -
March 28

Block 3 March 31 - June 6
Block 4

Finish Learning Lab
(Reflection) and come to
campus for fun activities!

Complete 2-3 courses
(12.5 - 15 credits)

Complete 2-3 courses 
12.5 - 15 credits)

Diagnostic 3 May 19 - 23

Diagnostic 2



THE REQUIREMENTS OF INDEPENDENT STUDY
Pivot students must engage in learning and school work every school day. They also must make

satisfactory progress in their coursework towards promotion and graduation. Both requirements must
be met to remain in good standing at Pivot. 

Engage in
educational
activities
each day. 

Make
satisfactory
progress.

(Completed
assignments

leading to course
completion)

Successful
independent
study student

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
Login to online curriculum and make appropriate progress in courses by
completing assignments daily and following due dates in courses

Engage in “Live Interaction” or “Synchronous Instruction” opportunities
daily (on-site program, field trips, virtual workshops, homeroom, tutoring,
and/or specialized academic instruction*)

Spend an appropriate number of hours on school work daily, including
appropriate time in instruction to demonstrate Academic Integrity

Communicate regularly with student team, including attending monthly
family meetings

Use Google Documents for all written assignments and share with
Educational Coordinator, as needed

Log into curriculum,
attend the site,

attend workshops
or tutoring, attend

team meetings.



SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS
Provide high quality online curriculum offerings to students and monitor that they are
make appropriate progress in courses by completing assignments daily and following
due dates in courses

Provide high quality “Live Interaction” and “Synchronous Instruction” opportunities daily
for students to have meaningful learning opportunities and opportunities for
socialization (on-site program, field trips, virtual workshops, homeroom, tutoring, and/or
specialized academic instruction*)

Monitor that students are spending an appropriate number of hours on school work
daily, including appropriate time in instruction to demonstrate Academic Integrity,
including using Google Documents, to ensure that students are learning. 

Communicate regularly with student team and provide high quality information to
students. 

Use Google Documents for all written assignments and share with Educational
Coordinator, as needed

PARENT EXPECTATIONS
Log in to online curriculum and monitor that students are make appropriate
progress in courses by completing assignments daily and following due dates in
courses

Encourage students to engage in “Live Interaction” or “Synchronous Instruction”
opportunities daily (on-site program, field trips, virtual workshops, homeroom,
tutoring, and/or specialized academic instruction*)

Monitor that students are spending an appropriate number of hours on school
work daily, including appropriate time in instruction to demonstrate Academic
Integrity, including using Google Documents

Communicate regularly with student team by returning calls and texts, reaching
out for help, attending monthly family meetings

Help students with the required skills for Independent study including creating a
space for students to work at home, supporting the student in a healthy sleep
routine, providing positive encouragement, utilize family resources to support
students in areas of struggle, and provide feedback to the school. 



SUCCESSFUL
STUDENTS AT PIVOT
CHARTER SCHOOL
HAVE ...

erseveranceP
Developing a
sense of
purpose and a
growth mindset
allows students
to cultivate
their strengths
and persevere
through
obstacles in
order to find
success. 

R
I

D
E

eadiness

nclusivity

edication

xcellence

Being ready for
school, obstacles,
and life itself is key
to reaching one’s
full potential. Set
goals, plan to
achieve them, and
build habits to
overcome
challenges.

in themselves and their school community. 

All students and
staff have a place
where they are
respected, valued
and supported.

Commitment to
success requires
the ability to make
responsible
decisions every
day and harness
one’s motivation. 

By consistently
pushing oneself to
do their personal
best and broaden
their knowledge
and experiences,
students become
leaders and make
a positive impact.



English A English B

Math A Math B

Science A Science B

Social Studies A Social Studies B

To promote to the next grade level, elementary school students must finish 8 core classes. In
addition, students will take PE and elective courses. Students must PASS four core classes per
semester. Check the boxes as your student  completes these courses each block.  

ELEMENTARY PROMOTION
Students must meet our daily assignment requirement and follow the due dates for their

classes, in order to meet their year long promotion or graduation goals. 

Elementary - Magic 8 

Semester Long
Complete 4 core courses, Physical
Education and an elective

Welcome Block
Complete Learning Lab A
Orientation 

Semester Long
Complete 4 core courses, Physical
Education and and elective

Mid-Year Check In
Complete Learning Lab B
Orientation 

Semester 1 Semester 2

Complete State Testing



English A English B

Math A Math B

Science A Science B

Social Studies A Social Studies B

To promote to the next grade level, middle school students must finish 8 core classes. In
addition, students will take PE and elective courses. Students must PASS two core classes per
block. Check the boxes as your student  completes these courses each block.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROMOTION
Students must meet our daily assignment requirement and follow the due dates for their

classes, in order to meet their year long promotion or graduation goals. 

Middle School - Magic 8 

Block 1
Complete 2 courses

Block 2
Complete 2 courses

Semester Long
Physical Education and Elective

Welcome Block
Complete Learning Lab A Orientation 

Block 3
Complete 2 courses

Block 4
Complete 2 courses

Semester Long
Physical Education and Elective

Mid-Year Check In
Complete Learning Lab B Orientation 

Semester 1 Semester 2

Complete State Testing



Semester Long
Physical Education and Elective

High School - Banking Credits
There are 220 total credits required to graduate from Pivot Charter School, as these credits must come from
specific categories. Each course that a student completes earns them 5 credits. You can think about this as
"banking" credits until you get the total number required. High school students should earn 25 - 30 credits
per semester in order to graduate in four years.  Check the boxes as your student successful completes
classes: 

GRADUATING FROM PIVOT CHARTER SCHOOL
Students must meet our daily assignment requirement and follow the due dates for their classes, in

order to meet their year-long graduation goals. 

Block 1
Complete 2 courses

Block 2
Complete 2 courses

Semester Long
Physical Education and Elective

Welcome Block
Complete Learning Lab A Orientation 

Block 3
Complete 2 courses
Block 4
Complete 2 courses

Mid-Year Check In
Complete Learning Lab B Orientation 

Semester 1 Semester 2

Complete State Testing

Graduation Requirements

English 40 credits

Math 30 credits

Science 20 credits

Social Studies 30 credits

Foreign Language 20  credits

Electives 30  credits

Physical Education 20  credits

Community Service 20  credits

College Courses 2 courses



Click here see what
courses your students
will take in each block!

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGB8tLQSpE/U262K-fgoX8J7VRqP5G_Tg/view?utm_content=DAGB8tLQSpE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGB8tLQSpE/U262K-fgoX8J7VRqP5G_Tg/view?utm_content=DAGB8tLQSpE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGB8tLQSpE/U262K-fgoX8J7VRqP5G_Tg/view?utm_content=DAGB8tLQSpE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor


Click here to choose a
Career Technical

Pathway

https://www.canva.com/design/DAF_hkrmLNk/uhQ7DNK2c3Rb2Zku5-QXSA/view?utm_content=DAF_hkrmLNk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor


Step 1: Bookmark the parent and/or student portal pages of
our website!

Step 2: Click “Parent Portal”
and log in.  You can reset

your password if you have
forgotten!

CHECK STUDENT ACTIVITY AND PROGRESS
Students and  families at Pivot can login to their portals to view

course progress!



CHECK STUDENT ACTIVITY AND PROGRESS
Students and  families at Pivot can login to their portals to view

course progress!

Step 3: Click “Log into Buzz”

Step 4: Check “Activity Stream” to see what assignments your
student has turned in recently and “grades” to see if you

student is on pace in a course. 



HOW TO COMPLETE A COURSE 

2. Complete all assignments in a course with a score greater than 0. 

Student must two main requirements to earn full credit for courses. 

Demonstrate Academic Integrity.1.

Diagnostic Scores: Students should always take their time and do their best on diagnostic testing.
Students should always complete diagnostic testing independently. These test are critical for teachers to
determine if students are in the correct courses and what supports they may need. 

Writing Samples: Students should always submit original writing and list any websites they use as
sources or for support (like family members or online tools). ECs will become familiar with a student’s
writing and work to help students grow in these skills, while noticing any inconsistent changes in writing
style. 

Time In Instruction: The student spends more time in Instructional Material than Assessment. If
students struggle with this independent study skill, ECs may require the completion of Study Guides or
implement proctored quizzes/tests. 

Writing Process: Students are required to complete all written work in Google Documents. Students
may need to share their document with teachers for review and are always encourage to share
documents with their EC who can support them

Citation and Tool Knowledge: Students will learn about how to properly cite sources and how to
responsibly and ethically use tools to support in their learning.  Artificial intelligence tools should only be
used with proper guidance from an EC and use must be cited.



10:30 
English or Social Studies

Virtual Workshop

10:30 
Math or Science 

Virtual Workshop

Weekly Support Schedule
Monday / Wednesday

Tuesday/Thursday

Friday
10:30 

Virtual Homeroom!

9:00
On-Campus

Classes!

9:00
On-Campus

Classes!
Examples: Plant
and Soil Science,
Piano, Algebra 

Examples:
ASB, Art,

Maker Space

Morning or Afternoon
Student Team

Meeting 
(once per month)

Support Classes
Times Vary

ELD, Intervention, SAI,
and Tutoring

Support Classes 
(Times Vary)

ELD, Intervention, SAI,
and Tutoring

Support Classes
Times Vary

ELD, Intervention,
SAI, and Tutoring



VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS!
Get help on your writing assignments with

your classmates and teachers!

Mondays/
Wednesday

Tuesday/
Thursday Fridays

10:30 
Homeroom!

10:30 
English or 

Social Studies

10:30 
Math or Science

Join from your Student Google Calendar



Christine
Mazalewski

Omar Abassy

COME TO OPEN
TUTORING!

Tuesdays and Fridays
1130am-1230pm

Jenny Maiorano
Joanna Yoels
Karen Cobain

Social 
Studies

Tutoring!
Sign up for an appointment

with a grader

Join from your 
Student Google Calendar

English Math
Ashley Fletcher

Julianne Cochran
Karyn Songer

Science
Ashley Ecker
Nicole Ling

Ryan Muldery

can’t find an appointment?



ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE
One of our goals at Pivot is to help student's strengthen their skills in reading and math. To be able to
reach this goal, students take diagnostic testing, called i-Ready, to show us their strengths and areas

where they can grow.  Students must take California state testing each Spring.

September - Diagnostic 1
Results are shared with the student's
team and course plans may be adjusted
to meet the needs of the student.  

January - Diagnostic 2
We are excited to see how students have grown
since the beginning of the year and share those
results with you.  

April - State Testing
Below are the tests that each grade will take.

May - Diagnostic 3
This final diagnostic of the year will show
us the total growth for your student. 

Sample i-Ready Diagnostic Results



Find more information on our
websites under Parent Resources:



Click here to access
our policies!

https://pivotnorthbay.com/policies-documents/
https://pivotnorthbay.com/policies-documents/


Resources for

Families and

Caregivers



Resources for Families and

Caregivers

Independent Study is a challenging
endeavor for individuals of all ages,
but particularly for our K-12 youth

who have not yet developed the self-
management and decision-making
skills to always keep themselves on
track and meet their goals. That’s

where you come in!

 You are an invaluable source of
guidance and support for your

students as they boldly undertake this
path to their education. Whether your

student is in elementary school and
needs your constant supervision,
middle school and needs frequent
check-ins or high school and needs

guidance and accountability, YOU are
your students biggest ally. In the

following pages you will find some
resources and strategies for supporting
your student at home with some of the

more common challenges of
Independent Study. 



Does your student
struggle to overcome
challenges? A growth

mindset will help!

Growth Mindset

Supporting Your Student’s



Does your student
struggle to set and

meet goals? Try this!

Goal Setting

Supporting Your Student’s

click here for a printable habit tracker

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bQuUCxLF9JGu2dZ-JmRsIaIG7NI2qQKv/view?usp=sharing


Does your student
struggle to get and

stay organized?

Organization

Supporting Your Student’s

Help your student to get organized by
completing this worksheet:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gUiZ_xHrDJC5tIo_31gKpT4WPBmhQZbVxSHziYdoH0g/copy


Does your student
have a hard time

working with others?

Collaboration

Supporting Your Student’s

click here for team building activities to try at
home

Looking for volunteer opportunities
in your community? Go to your
school’s website and click on

student or parent resources to find
this button:

https://helpyourteennow.com/10-team-building-activities-to-do-with-your-family/


When your student
encounters a problem

do they just stop?

Problem Solving

Supporting Your Student’s



Does your student
have a hard time with

responsibility?

Taking Responsibility

Supporting Your Student

Help your student to take responsibility of their day by
completing this worksheet:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QUK0rmChDM5CT2EmTvNLPzgF4VHiIcOd_-ToJ8KNz3g/copy


Does your student
have a hard time
being a leader?

in Being a Leader

Supporting Your Student

Interested in starting a
club? Or joining one?
Talk to your EC about

your options today!


